THE SUN,

S

HALL any of the possessions hield by
Germany in the Pacific be restored

to that 'ower?
sidered in The Problem of the Pacific, by
Alr. Charles Brunsdon Plicher, 8 promu-
nent Australiap joarnahst, whe vigorously
advoeated the federation of the Australian
eolonies, as oditor of the Brn-bane 7 ou-

This is the question eon-

rier o Queenslund. and who has been
or of the .\I\flfll'l\ Meraning
1003, As mugls e expeeted,

assoeiate ol
Hervald <
the anthor disensses the problem (rom an
Australinn peant of view, but his book is

none the leos iteresting on that aceount,
a2 it rveals a0 trace of provinemlism,
but ratlier the carncfully thought vat con-
clusions of a scholarly student of world
poltties, enlightened by a varied expe-
nienoe of ife and extensive travel.

There is a preface by Sir William Mae-
Chreor, who, withont uny disparagement
of the ity be deseribed a8 a
more vwmarkable man. It 5 often sud
that 3 Brtsh boy an wodern times, un-
less favored by binth or influenee, has no

author,

such vhanee of advanecement m life as is
enjoyed by the poorest Amcuean vouth;
but this contradieted by Sir
William Maetiregur's eareer.  Born n
Seotland, of ]d:".i.ll ['l-n!blr, L stodied med-
weine and bogan to earn lus hiving as a
medical practitioner at Glasgow, where
he beenrie resident phivsician and surgeon
at the Royal Tofirmary. His first Gov-
ermnent was in the line of
hig prov=sion, heing the position of med
ieal offeer in the Sevehelles, a group of
wlands i the Tndian Oecan ln-lnngillz to
Gremt Britwin, remarkable as the only
granitic w<lands in the tropies. Thenee be
was fransferred to Mauritius as surgeon
of the Civil Hospatal at Port Louis, and
from Mountius he went to the Fip 1sl-
ands in 1875, as chief medienl officer under
I.h" "!ll‘"llul {_'ll\'l'nllll‘.'llt.

Bye (las time his admimstrative abilities
had become so manifest that his services
were demanded in a diff -rent field, and
be relingui=hed medicine for polities.  His
first pohiieal office was that of High Com-
missioner of the Western Pacifie.  There-
after b= publie life was 4 series of sue-
eessive promotions, as follows:  Adminis
trator of British New Guinca and subse
quenily  Liemtenant-Governor of  that
eolony: Governor of Lagos, in West Af-
rien: Newfoundlsnd, and
finully Governor of the Australian colony
of Queca<land, which office be beld until
his retirement from the publie serviee.
Menntimne, lw bad been made a Privy
Connellor of Gredt Britam, a Grand Com-
munder of the Order of St. Michael and
St. George and hind received honorary de-
grees Trom the universities of Cambridge,
Edinburgh and Aberdeen.

This s doing pretty well for a modest
Abordeen  medien]l student.  His expe-
rience 1 the Pacifie slands and New
Guinca yualily him exeeptionally to Judge
of the menits of Mr. Fleteher's book.

1L

Aunstralin 2 so largely dn-]wﬂﬂrl:! ypon
the trade of the Paeifie that Aunstralians
may justlv elmm a paramount right
amory citzns of the British Empire to
be honnd 1o reference to the future distn-
bution of power over the Pacifie posses-
mions of Germany. They present what
soetis 1o ns i conclusive argument aguimnst
their re<toration to German rule.

All possibility of flas 13 doubtless now
past ] though some doubt may still have
existedd wien Me Fleteher was writing
his book. ~The only way to mike the
Paeilie savs Sir William  Mae-
Gregor m his preface, "will be 1o keep
politieal Germauny out of it.,”  He con-
cedes that under the Briush flag, “Shich
oulside 1le fatherland Le prefers to his
own,” the German, taken as an individ-
ual. hus heon o good eolonist in the Pa-
etfie: the German werchant 12 deseribed as
a well oduented and pleasant man whoe
ean e thoroughly trusted in business, and
of the Goerman seientist 1t is said that be
has contributed his fair share to our stock
Iir konow dee of the l':tl‘;lil'; but in ane
charneteristic they are declared 1o be all

noton s

s psuantment

Liovernor of

sale,

alike: “They are all ready for a mli
tary expoedition azonst their neighbors
and tor hooty.” deed, Sir William

MueGrecor donhts  whether (Germnny
econld be kept in hand in the Pacifie or
anywhere else, ever if enrolled in the
proposed League of Nation: .

“A leagae of Nations myy well serve a
femporary purpiose, but twe natural Lis-
tory af the German,
make= vne doubt that suoe o combination
enn he permanent.”  The fael is reealled
that Prinee Hobenlohe, who was regarded
as one of the most hoaorjble of wodern
German stutesmen, when bi had a British

gunboat placed at bus dispe sl to take him

mhia, espwesally of

Discussing

around the shores of the Levant, studied
on the voyvage how Gernany eould ae-
yuire Cyvpras and cheek the mflnence of
the Fnghishi o Svria and A<t Minor.

Sir Willinm Maetsregor’s estimaile of
the German merchant mm the Paeifie as
thoronehily  trustwortly gn business s
rlienlly different from the unfavorahle
opinion in regard to the German merchant
South Amenca by those
Awencans  best  ae-

1[;1;“:{-11 wilh the l]fl‘l’l)fl\t- [lr;l.-t}--la LEL]

ctertained 1n
Fnglhshmm  and
whueh they constantly resort in such oen-
tres of trade as Buenos Avies. Monte-
video and Rie Janeiro.

I1L

Although the Pacific Ocean, considered
i its greatest extent, ranges through 180
ez ees of longitude and nearly 180 de-
e of latitude, Mr. Fletcher says that
1o ot Buropeans it has handly been bet-
ter known than the dark sude of the moen.
Sinee the mddle of the nineteenth cen-
fury 1s shores, econtinental 1slands and
stallier  islands  bhave been dominated
elivfly by four forees—Great Britain, the
'nited States and Japan, acting in sub-
stantial unify to promote the cause of
libewiy, and Germany, generally hostile
to frevdem—so hostile, Indeed, that she
hiad to be subdoed to the uttermost if the
world was to be worth living in.

As a result of the great war the German
Pacifie colonies have been placed undep
provisional administration by the Domin-
wns of Australia and New Zealand, and
sssurming that they are never to be re-
turned to Germany—which may be re-
parded as a tolerably safe assumption—a
secondiary problem of the Pacific is bow
they are to be governed in the future
Whatever form of administration may
be adopted, Sir William MacGregor says,
there nre British officers in Australusia
competent to carry it out. In his judg-
ment the question of financial support for
the several Governments that may be set
up is likely to prove more diffienlt. New
Zealand is ready and willing to provide
for her share of the expense, but Austra-
lia, it seems, 15 inelined to place a por-
tion of the burden at least upon the Im
perial Government in England.

(e ohjection to the extension of Aus
tralian governmental methods 1o other
coloninl possessions is the failure of Aus-
tralian statesmanship always to deal most
offeetively and satisfactorily with the
problems of the Commonwealth itsclf : but
Mr. Fleteher is confident that “when the
time comes Australia will prove herself
quite capable of large reponsibilitics and
serious sacrifiees; but sbe will require
the patienes given to strong limbed, vig-
orous voungsters intent upon reading the
world their own way.”

No other Australian has done more than
Mr. Willinm M. Hughes, the Prime Min-
ister of the Commonwenlth, who recently
visited the United States, toward the so-
Jution of present day problems in the
Pacifie: and i would have been satisfae-
tory 1o have bad an estimate of the ehar-
acter and achievements of tlis slatesman
from o Journalist like Mr. Fleteher, whose
Judgments of promigent Aunstralinns in
publie life must be aecceptable (o a large
constitieney of pewspaper readers.  All
that we are told eoncerning the Prime
Mimster, however, is that he wonld not
face the threatened peril of martial law
and eivil war for the sake of foremng
compulsory  military upon  the
Anstralinn people; but, on the other hand,
that “one of the ablest and wisest of Aus-
tralian publivists thinks that Mr. Hughes
siuved the Commwonwealth from revolution
by turning to the referendum,”
the referendum was bound to fail.

The end of the war hos wmade the ques
aeademie; and Mr. Hughes
poant with pride to the fact that Austra-
lia contribated 330,000 men to the Brit-
armies, of whom 57,000 Imd
their livis i defenee of civilization against
Gorman aggression.  Indesd, there were
more Australians in the single battle of
Pozieres than there were British soldiers
nnder Wellington at Waterioo.

1V.

In rntenling upon the Hnporlanes ol
the Panama Canal to the mastery of the
Pacitie, Mr the
statles which President Roosevelt had 1o

ayvercome larevly to Tentonie ntrizne in

SOTVIee

i
though

1von oan

1=l down

Fleteher attributes olh

the republic of Colomina, just as Ger
inany has always been at the hottom of
all the false wlarms aboul war between
Japan and thas country, as was pomted
vut by that secomplished Ameriean trav-
cller and observer, the late Price Collier,
nearly ten vears ago.  The prominence
of Panama to-day in the problems of the
Paeific reminds the author that Sir Fran-

cis Drake, an Englishman, was the first
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of his countrymen to ser =uil upon the
largest of the carth’s ocvans, after he had
deseried its waters from the heanehes of a
tree on the Isthmns,
will recall the gorgeous Imes of Alfred
Noves describing what happened

Many of vur readers

“Wihen on the laghest mndge of that
steangs land k]

Under the eloudliss, blinding tropie blhae,

Dirnke and lis band of

»-:nul]

Weth dared eves, gazing round them.™

swarthy sesancn

They had haMod upon the verge of an on-
-ii-t'|'\r'l“°'-! world of whose ©x-
istence the earth they knew had siven
them no lint.

waters ol

“Tn fromt TI.{‘_\' conld not see

What Iny bevoud the ridge. iy they

heard

Cries of the puinted birds troubling the
Lieat

And shivering through the woeuds: 1l
Franeis Drake

Plunged through the bush, ok hold npon
a tree,

The tallest near them. and elowb upward,
biranch

By braneh.

“And ghere us he swang clear aliove
The steep down forest on his wonder-
dl'l"il:g eyves,
Mile upon mile of rugged, shimmering
gold,
Burst the unknown, immeasurable sea.
Then he descended ; and with a new voice
Vowed that, God belping, he would one
day plough
Those virgin waters with an English keel™
While the prevailing tone of The Prob-
Iem of the Pacifie i1s serious, as such a
book should be, it is diversified by anec-
dotes and incidents illustrative or explana-
tory of the partienlar matter under dis-
cussion. The eompromise of the Orrgon
dispute in 1846 gave Puget Sound to the
United States and what is now DBritish
Columbia to Great Britain. Mr. Fleteher

“The Problem of the Pacific”

thinks that <tiil be
Rritish if Eneland had apprecinted its im-
lier elatin more in-

Puvt Seund would
portarice aml pres
<istently.

The story is that one Capt. Gordon of
the roval navy wis sent to observe and
report upon the probable value of Puget
Sound to Greal Britain,  *The Captain

went n=liore to make a supremis Lest. He
wanted to see if the silmon o those
wilors would rise to His tlies!  They de-

clined 1l Bransh ties; and beeanse they
the
thus losinge tor the Dominion of

would not nse he reported agoins
conntry,”
Canadda and the British Enipire one of the
linest barbors i the world,

To show how far from antocratie were
the original deals animating the senti-
twent for Germun unity among the Ger-
man [N'u]-Il'. the author quotes this re-
markable renn Fer-
nau's latest book: “It 15 strange that the
song Dentschland Alles’ first
stinge in Hamburge, on the veension of a
manifestation in favoer of the liberty of
the press.” V.

It i3 manifest that the future of the
Pacifie 15 largely  dependent upon  the
politieal and social welfare of Australiag
and Mr. Fleteher reeognizes that there Laa

sateent [Termann

e wils

heen grave eause for disquictude on ae-
count of the radieal tendencies of o strong
clement in the Tabor party of the Com-
monwealth, He is eonfident,
that the connsels of wisdow will ultimately
prevail in dealing with the perplexing
problems that beset his comitry, and the
Paeific will be blessed with the peace that
its nume imports.

His book is a most Twlpful sonteiliation

however,

to e un-lvr.-:;m-ﬁng of Hn
suhbject.

mnjorfant
It is a eurtous faet, liowever,
that in sueh a work there <hould be no
miention of the interests of South Ameriea,
although the Pacifie the
western eoast of that eonfinent from the
Isthimus of Panama 1o the Straits of Ma-
rellan.
THE PROBLEM OF THE PACIFIC, Iiv
s Frevciex, Tlenry Holt &

Oevan  waslios

. Buuxsbpox
U, Q.’:.

Conan Doyle’s War History

glﬂ ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE'S 4
L History of the Great War has now
rewched its fourth volume, which s de-
voted to the Brtish campaign in France
and Flanders in 1917, culminating in “the
dramatic twofold battle of Cambrai”
Sir Arthur begins this portion of what is
really becoming a “monumental history”
=0 far os bulk is coneerned, with Hinden-
hurg's retreat along the Arras-Soissons
front, the advance of the Fourth and
Fifth armies, the capture of Bapaume
and Perrone, all this leading up to the
hattle of Arras of April 923, 19117, He
follows along through tlie operations in
the Arras seclors after the hattle proper;
gives a chapter to the battle of Messines
that opened with Plumer's blowing up
of the great mines so long in the making,
and follows this with four chapters, run
ning 1o seventy pages in all, given to the
third battle of Ypres that began on July
31 and eontinued until November 10. Twao
chapters picturing the battle of Cambrai,
where the tanks made their appearance
for the first time in the war, brings {las
volume to its end.

Of engagement  wloeh began =0
nrilhantly tor the Brtish— how the allied
world thalled at Bynge’s suecess in the be-
gimning - -and lamely  Daoyle
“So ended 1he swaving fortunes
of this hard fought and dramatic battle,
beginning with a surprise attack of the
Bntish upon the Germans and ending by
an atlaek of the Germans upon the Brt-
ish, which, if nol a surprise to the com-
manders, at least produced some surpris-
ing and untoward results.

“The bhalanee of these varied actions
was grently i favor of the Britigh, and
vet it conld not be denied that sometlung
of the glory and satisfaction of Dyng's
splendid original vietory were dimmed
by this unsatisfactory epilogue, which
was anly made Jess dizastrons to the Brit-
sl couse hy the very heavy lasses which

thas

errlisd s

wrifes:

therr enemy mearred upon the northern
Une may well wonder 1if a Bt
historian stadving this battle fifty
venss from now will 1ake as mel vsoni
fort a5 Dovle does onl ol thase ~very
Iy losser”” that were so hitle eamtort 1o
us af the begmnmg of Deeember, 19172
In lus scheme of twlling the Tustory of
the war Sir Arthur senss 1o have agreed
1o make the western front of chiel im-
portanee, for in the firsd clapror of this
volume he gives only a page to summar ¥
ing the work of Gen. Maude in Mesopo-
tamia and of the beginning of the. eam-

| |-|n|‘,"

1
r=ly

paign across the St Desert ihat was to

end so brilliantly in the taking of Jern-

salem from the Turk. He mukes a brief
reference to the German sabmarine cam-
paign that brought us into the war at

last, but he makss a eonspicuons slip n

stating the United States [ormally  de-

clared war on Aprl 5, the real date being
the following day.

Of the general results of the venr 1917
Doyle says: “It is ecrtain, however, that
tlas year marked the period in whieh the
Allies gained a definite military  aseen-
deney over the German forees, i spite of
the one great subsequent rally which had
its souree in events whieh were beyond
the control of the western Powers.™

Doubitless he meage the Ruossian situ-
ation by this, but wth Lloyd George's
famons specell after the German drive of
Marels, 1918, begun <8N fresh in the
memory this reviewer feels that Conan
Doyle is trying to shift the Wame {o
shonlders other than these Britons who
stood out so long against a united com-
mand, the one thing, together with Amer-
iea’s aid, that won the war vn land for
the Allies,

A HISTORY OF THE GREAT WAR:
VOLUME FOUR: THE BRITISH ('AM-
PATGN IN FRANCE AND FLANDERS.-
By S Arrarr (oxax Dovue.
I, Doran Company. £2.50.
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THE MARINES

And Other War Verse [

by
ADOLPHE E. SMYLIE

“Rollicking, humorous verses,
same in dialect, of the Denml-
Dogs in Franee, these poems
in Smylie's collection reflect the
daunlless vigor and gay good
nature af the sea-soldiers,”
N. Y. Tribune.

These French-English and
other verses of our fighters
and their allied pals, in
grim work or at play, con-
tain the human, appealing

stuff that touches

the right spot.

| For sale at Putnam’s and all

| other booksellers, $1.00 net. 1




